
A Rough Genealogy of Literary Theory 

Plato 
Morality of Poetry 

Aristotle 
Descriptive; 
Formal Qualities of 
Poetry 
 
 
 
 
Formal           Formal 
Qualities        Qualities 
of                   of 
Poetry            Language 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                    Ferdinand 
                    de Saussure 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
New Criticism 
T.S. Eliot 
Northrop Frye 
Wimsatt & Beardsley 
Cleanth Brooks 
I.A. Richards 
William Empson 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Deconstruction 
Derrida 
DeMan 
Hartmann 

 
 
 
 
 

 Horace 
Prescriptive    Didactic 
“Rules”           Morality 
 
 
 
Scaliger 
Castelvetro 
Corneille 
Ben Jonson 
 
Formal             Didactic 
 
Art as Social Control 
Mechanism 
Mazzoni 
 
 
Ideology (and the 
unmasking thereof) 
 
Marxism 
Marx/Engels 
Gramsci—“Hegemony” 
Althusser—“Ideological 
State Apparatus” 
 
 
 
 
Foucault—“Death of the 
Author” 
 
 
New Historicism 
Stephen Greenblatt 
Louis Montrose 
 
 
 
Anglo-American 
Feminism 
Gilbert and Gubar 
Adrienne Rich 
Eve Sedgewick 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Denial/Refusal of 
“Rules” 
Shakespeare? 
Aphra Behn 
 
 
Samuel Johnson 
 “Life” and “Nature” 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
English 
Blake 
Shelley 
Coleridge 
Wordsworth 
 
Psychoanalysis 
Freud 
Jung 
 
 
 
Lacan 
 
 
French Feminism 
Kristeva 
Irigiray 
Cixous 
 
Cultural Studies 
Raymond Williams 
 

Plotinus 
Metaphysics; 
Beauty as Path to the 
Good or the One 
 
 
 
Mystical Theology 
Bernard of Clairvaux 
Theresa of Avila 
Meister Eckhart 
 
 
 
Hermetic Philosophy 
Jakob Boehme 
Henry Vaughan 
 
 
Romanticism 
 
 
German 
Kant 
Hegel 
Schopenhauer 
Schelling 
 
 
Aesthetics—
Disinterested, non-
moral/amoral/no social 
agenda 
Pater—“Art for Art’s 
Sake” 
Gautier 
Wilde 
 
 
 
Neo Humanism 
Harold Bloom 

 


